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NIRO, SCAVONE, HALLER & NIRO 
181 WEST MADISON STREET - SUITE 4600 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602-4515 
TELEPHONE NO. (312) 236-0733 
FACSIMILE NO. (312) 236-3137 
BY FACSIMILE TO 703-308-2840 
TO: Mrs. Ivev - Applications 

FROM: Hannah Martin 

date: September 30. 1996 time: 11:31am 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover page) : 9 If you do 

not receive all of the pages, please call (312) 236-0733 and ask 
for Pat. 



COMMENTS: Mrs. Ivy, attached is a copy of the documents filed 
with the PTO on 9/5/1995 with respect to serial No. 08/482862. 
Please call me if you have any questions. Thanks. 



The enclosed facsimile may contain confidential information 
and is intended only for the named recipient. If the intended 
recipient is not at your office or if this facsimile has been 
erroneously sent to you, please return the original facsimile to us 
via U.S. Mail at the above address and notify us immediately by 
telephone at (312) 236-0733, collect if necessary. 
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Inv: Vencent Meli, et al 
Serial No. : 08/482862 
Filed: June 7, 1995 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR FORMING AnOeRM®KAlW 
SEALING SLICES OF FOOD ITEMS Y> >/ 

V*.,.- 

RECEIVED IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFlftE""'' 

Competition of Filing Requirements including: 

1. Copy of Declaration & Power of Attorney from prior 
application serial no. 08/098,752 

2. Copy of Notice to File Missing Parts dated 8/2/95 

mm&^&m& 3 * check ln the afflcunt - of $130 - 00 

DOCKET NO. 2108C0NCIPCON2 August 30, 1995 
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PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Vincent Meli, et al 

Serial No.: 0 8/ 482862 Group No,; Not yet known 

Filed: June 7, 1995 Examiner Not yet known 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR FORMING AND HERMETICALLY 

SEALING SLICES OF FOOD ITEMS. 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

ATTENTION: Application Division 

COMPLETION OF FILING REQUIREMENTS 

(check and complete this item, if applicable) 

I. £25j This replies to the Notice to File Missing Parts of Application (PTO-1533) marled 
August 2. 1995 

NOTE: If these papers are filed before the office letter issues adequate identification of the original papers 
should be made, e.g., in addition to the name of the inventor and title of invention, the filing date based 
on the "Express Mail" procedure, the serial number from the return post card or the attorneys docket 
number added. 

gJJ A copy of the Notice to File Missing Parts of Application— Filing Date 
Granted (Form PTO-1533) is enclosed. 

NOTE: The PTO requires that a copy of Form PTO-1533 U returned with the response to the notice to file 
missing parts to the application. 

DECLARATION OR OATH 

Mj{x) No original declaration or oath was filed and enclosed is the original declaration or 
oathtetiaisxappfca^ from prior applicationOS/098, 752, filed July 28, 1993, 
now U.S. Patent No. 5,440,860. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 CFR 1.5a) 

I hereby certify that mis paper (along with any pap& referred to as bc<ng transmitted therewith) is being deposited 
with the United Stales Posts! Service on the aate shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in an en- 
velope addressed to the: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D C- 20231. 

Hannah Martin 

(Type or print name o* person -^nailing pape*) 

D3:e__ Au ! u , st 30 '.. 1 .. 99 . 5 /yv > ///../ /^> : /l.. ... 

/ / (Signature of person mailing paper) 



(Completion of Filing Requirements [5-1] — page 1 of 5) 
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• 



OR 



Q The original declaration or oath which was filed was determined to be defective. 
A new original oath or declaration is attached, 

NOTE: 37CPR i.4l(s) points out that "Fvil names must be stated, including the farniy name and at feast one 
given name without abbreviation together with any other given name or in/tiaf. ** 

NOTE: For surcharge fee for fifing declaration after fifing date complete item Vl(3) below. 

NOTE: Acceptable minlmums in the declaration for identification of the specification to which it applies are the 
name of the inventor and (1) serial number (2) attorney docket number which was on the application as 
filed arid the filing date (3) title of the invention and Wing date (4) title of invention and reference to a 
specification which is attached to the declaration at the time of execution and filed with the declaration 
or (S) me of invention and a statement by a registered attorney that the application filed in the PTO is 
the application which the inventor executed by signing the declaration, if identification (4) is used it 
must be accompanied by a statement that the "attached" specification is a copy of the specification 
and any amendments thereto which were fifed in the PTO to obtain the filing date: such a statement 
must be a verified statement If made by a person not registered to practice before the PTO. Notice of 
September 12. 1983 (1035 O.G. 3). 

NOTE: Another minimum found acceptable in the declaration is the fifing date (i.e., date of express mail) and 
the express mail number, useful where the serial number is not yet known. But note the practice where 
the express mail deposit is a Saturday, Sunday or holiday within the District of Columbia 3? CFR 
1.10(c). 



(complete (c) of (d), if applicable) 

Attached is a 

(c) □ Statement by a registered attorney that the application filed in the PTO is the 

application which the inventor executed by signing the declaration. 

(d) □ Statement that the "attached" specification is a copy of the specification and 

any amendments thereto which were filed in the PTO to obtain the filing date. 

AMENDMENT CANCELLING CLAIMS 

IIL □ Cancel claims . inclusive. 



TRANSMITTAL OF ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPERS 

IV. 

□ Submitted herewith is a verified English translation of the non-English language 
application papers as originally filed. It is requested that this translation be used 
as the copy for examination purpose.*- in the PTO. 
NOTE: For fee processing a non-Engfish application complete hem Vi(5) below. 

NOTE; A non-Engiish oath or declaration in the form provided c approved by the PTO need not be translated. 
37 CFR 1.69(b). 

NOTE: The translation for a regular application filed in a foreign language must be verified. 37 CFR 1. 52(d). 



SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

V. 

□ A verified statement that this filing is by a small entity 

NOTE: if an original verified statement and a refund request is Wed within two months of fre date of payment 
of a fee then tne excess foe paid will be refunded on request. 37 CFR l.ZSfa). 

(Completion of Filing Requirements [5-1] — page 2 of 5) 
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□ is at ^^ 

a separate refund request accompanieslhis paper 

□ was filed on (original) 



COMPLETION FEES 



WARNING: Failure to submit the surcharge fees where rewired win cause the application to become abandoned. 37 
CFR 1.33(a). 

NOTE: The fifing fees, fees for claims and surcharge fees listed below In Hems 1, 2 and 3 are reduced by 
50% where proof of a smalt entity status is established on or before the date the fee is paid, if the 
full fee was paid but a verified statement is tiled within 2 months of the date of timely payment of 
a fee then the excess fee paid wilt be refunded on request 3? CFR 1.28(a). 

1. Filing fee 

□ original patent application (37 CFR 1, 16{a))— $710.00; 

Small entity— $355.00 $ 

□ design application {37 CFR 1.16(f))— $290.00; small 

entity— $1 45.00 $ 



2. fees for claims 

□ each independent claim in excess of 3 (37 CFR 

1.16(b)— $74.00; small entity— $37.00) $ 

□ each claim in excess of 10 (37 CFR 1.16(c)— $22.00; 
small entity— $1 1 .00) ? 

□ multiple dependent claim(s) (37 CFR 1 ,1 6(d)— $230.00; 

small entity — $115.00) $ 

3. surcharge fees 

O Jate payment of filing fee 

and/or 

XX late filing of original declaration or oath (37 CFR - ~ 

1 .1 6(e)— $1 30-00; small entity— $65.00); 6 1JU » UU 



NOTE : Even where a facsimile declaration or oath signed by the inventor(s) was part of the originally fifed 
p$per$ the surcharge fee is required, 

NOTE: If both the filing fee end declaration or oath were rrti$$ir>g from the original papers only one surcharge fee 
for pom need be paid, 37 CFR 7. 16(e). 

4. □ petition and fee for filing by other than all the inven- 
tors 

or a person not the inventor 

(37 CFR 1.17(h) and 1.47— $130.00) $ 

5.. □ fee for processing an application filed with a speci- 
fication in a non-English language (37 CFR 1,l7(k) 

and 1.52(d)— $130.00) $ , 



(Completion of Filing Requirements [5-1 1— page 3 of 5) 
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6. □ fee for processing and retention of application 
(37 CFR 1.21(l)and 1.53(d)— $300.00) 



NOTE: 37 CFR 1£1(Q establishes a fee for processing and retaining any application which is abandoned 
for failing to complete the application pursuant to 37 CFR 1.53(d) and tots, as well as, the changes 
to 37 CFR 1.53 and 1.78 indicate that in order to obtain the benefit of a prior U.S. application, either 
the basic filing fee orthe processing ahd retention fee of § 12t(1)within 1 year of notification under 
§1. 53(d) must be paid. 

Total completion fees $ 130 * 00 



VIL 



EXTENSION OF TIME 



(complete (a) or (b) as applicable) 



The proceedings herein are for a patent application and the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a) apply. 

(a) □ Applicant petitions for an extension of time, the fees for which are set out in 
37 CFR 1.17(a)-(d) t for the total number of months checked below: 

Extension Fee for other than Fee for 

(months) small entity small entity 

□ one month $ 110.00 $55.00 

□ two months $ 360-00 $180.00 

□ three months $ 840.00 $420.00 

□ four months SI ,320.00 $660.00 

Fee $. 



If an additional extension of time is required please consider this a petition therefor, 

(check and complete the next item, if applicable) 

□ An extension for months has already been secured and the fee paid 

therefor of $, is deducted from the total fee due for the total months 

of extension now requested. 

Extension fee due with this request $ 



or 



(b) KX Applicant believes that no extension cf term is required. However, this condi- 
tional petition is being made to proviis for the possibility that applicant has 
inadvertently overlooked the need for a petition and fee for extension of time. 



TOTAL FEE DUE 



VIM. 



The total fee due is 

Completion foe(s) S 130.00 

Extension fee (if any) $ „ 



TOTAL 'C: DUE S. 



130.00 



(Completion of Filmy Requirements [5-1 1- page 4 of 5) 
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IX. 



PAYMENT OF FEES 

130.00 



£3 enclosed is a check in the amount of S- 
□ charge Account No. 



. in the amount of $- 



A duplicate of this request is attached, 
NOTE: Fees should be itemized in such a manner that it is dear for which purpose the fees ere paid. 37 CFR 



AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ADDITIONAL FEES 



WARNING: Accura tety count claims, especiaify multiple dependant claims, to avoid unexpected high charges if 
extra claims are authorized, 

E The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the following additional fees 
which may be required by this paper and during the pendency of this application 
to Account No. 14-1131 

£537 CFR 1.16 (a). (0 or (g) (filing fees) 

□J37 CFR 1.16 (b), (c) and (d) (presentation of extra claims) 

NOTE; Because additional fees for excess or multiple dependent claims not paid on fifing or on later presenta- 
tion must only be paid or these daims cancelled by amendment prior to the expiration of the time peri- 
od set for response by the PTO in any notice of tee defidency (37 CFR h 16(d)). it might be best not to 
authorise the PTO to charge additional claim fees, except possibly when dealing with amendments af- 
ter final action. 

[X] 37 CFR 1.16(e) (surcharge for filing the basic filing fee and/or declaration on a 
date later than the filing date of the application) 

Qjj 37 CFR 1.17 (application processing fees) 

WARNING: While 37 CFR 1. 17(a). (b), (c) and (d) deaf with extensions of time under § T. 136(a) this authoriza- 
tion should be made only with the knowledge that "Submission of the appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 7. 1 36(a) is to no avail unless a request or petition for extension is filed. " (Emphasis 
added). Notice of November 5, 1985 (1060 O.G. 27). 

Q 37 CFR 1.18 (issue fee at or before mailing of Notice of Allowance, pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.311(b)) 

NOTE: Where an authorization to charge the issue fee to a deposit account has been filed before the mailing 
of a Notice of Allowance, the issue fee will be automatically charged to the deposit account at the time 
ofmaifing the notice of allowance. 37 CFR 1.311(b). 

NOTE: 37 CFR 1.28(b) requires "Notification of any change in toss of entitlement to small entity status must be 
filed in the application . . . prior to paying, or at the time of paying , , , issue foe". From me wording of 
37 CFR 128(b): ($) notification of change of status must be made even if the fee is paid as "other than 
a small entity" and (b) no notification is required if thf change is to another small jentity. 



Reg. No. 



34,092 



Tel. No,: (312 ) 236-0733 



SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY 
MI^apI P. Mazza 



Type or prh; narne of attorney 

181 W. Madison-Suite 



4600 



P,C. Address 

Chicago, 



Illinois 60602 



(Completion of Filing Requirements [5-1] — page 5 of 5) 
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ITEMS 



□ 
0 



POWER OF ATTORNEY 

The specification of the above- identified patent application: 
le attached hereto 

was filed on Kovember 12 , 1991 as application Serial Ho. 07/791,490 



X hereby appoint the following attorneys to prosecute the patent application identified above and to transact all 
business 1a the Patent and Trademark Office coaaocted therewith: 



Senry L. Brinks 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


17,013) 


Steven F. Shurtz 


(Reg. 


Ho* 


31,424) 


Clyde P. Vllllan 


(Reg. 


HO. 


18,456) 


Rodney A. Daniel 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


31/605) 


Roy B. Bofer 




Ho. 


19,391) 


Jeffery K. Duncan 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


31,609) 


Richard G. Hone 


(Reg. 


Ha. 


19,795) 


Thomaa J. Fllarokl 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


31/612) 


7* David AuBuchon 


(Reg, 


Ho. 


20,493) 


Glen R. Belvle 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


31#73S) 


Jape* B. Slanthord 


. (Reg- 


So. 


21,054) 


Hugh A. Ahraas . 


(Reg. 


Ho. 




Kelvin F. Jagar 


(***• 


90. 


22,131) 


Harold V. JohnBon 


(R«9« 


Ko. 


31/972) 


Robert L. Barnon 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


22,762) 


Gustavo Siller, Jr. 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


32/305) 


David A. Anderson 




Ho. 


24,115) 


Charles L. Roberts 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


3Z,fl34) 


Jack e. Borenrwcig 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


24,569) 


Maxwell J • Petersen 


(Reg. 


Ko. 


ja, f * 4) 


Raymond V. Creen 


(Reg. 


Ho, 


24,587) 


Frank J* ToztX 


[Reg. 


KO. 


32,908) 


John L. Cline 


(Reg* 


HO. 


2$, 421) 


Karl A> vick ■ 




NO. 


33,288) 


Jerold A. Jacov&x 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


26,264) 


Bradley G. Lane 




Ho. 


33,411) 


John J. PavlaX 


(Reg. 


Me. 


26,785) 


Lawrence M. Kaplan 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


33*521) 


John K. Lucas 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


27,024) 


Tiaotby Q. Delaney 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


33,674) 


Allan J* Sternstein 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


27,396) 


Barbara J. Luther 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


33/954) 


John R* Croasan 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


27,433) 


Frank C. Kicholas 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


33,983) 


Steven 2. srexepancki 


(Reg, 


Ho. 


27,957) 


Ralph J. Gabrlc 


(Reg. 


Ko. 


34,16?) 


Gary M. Rop&ki 


(Reg. 


HO. 


26,257) 


Hatalle D. Xadievltch 


(Reg. 


Ko. 


34,196) 


williaa A- Vehb 




Ho. 


28,277) 


Gregory L. Bradley 


(Reg. 


Ko. 


34,299) 


Joel W, Benson 


(Reg. 


Ko. 


29,002) 


Gary L. Eeroanaon 


(Reg. 


Jfo. 


34,349) 


Vllllaa H, Fronkel 


(Reg. 


Fo. 


30,337) 


G. Peter Hlchols 


(R©5* 


Ko. 


34,401} 


Richard A. Kaplan 


(Reg, 


HO. 


30,563) 


Jonathan £. Retsky 


(Reg. 


Ko. 


34,415) 


Michael B. Ba&laX 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


30,608) 


Kicnael J. Jaro 


(Reg. 


HO* 


34,472) 


Jaaes R. sofcieraj 


(Reg- 


Ho. 


30,605) 


John C. Freeman 


(Reg. 


FO. 


34,483) 


John A* Crook III 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


30,830) 


vmiaa F. Prendergast 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


34,699) 


Robert V. Stevenson 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


31,064) 


Michael E. Milr 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


34,880) 


Vannell M. Crook 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


31.071) 


Donna M- Rogers 


(Reg. 


Ho. 


34,913) 


Rlcbard A. Cederoth 


{Reg. 


Ho. 


31,336} 











Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to John C. Freemn in care of: 

WILLI AH &RXKKS OLDS BOFER GXLSOtf & LICNB 
P.O. BOX 1039S 
CHICAGO, IUIH0ZS 60610 
. (312) 321-4200 

The undersigned hereby authorizes the U.S. attorneys naaed herein to accept and follow instructions from 
Mark A. Peterson as to any action to be taken in the Patent and Trademark Office regarding this application without 

direct comunlcation between the U.S. attorney and the undersigned. In the event of e change in the persons from whoa 
Instructions nay be taken, the U.S. attorneys named herein will be bo notified by the undersigned. 



(cneck one) 

Inventor (s) 



□ 



0 



Owner by Assignment 



Date: 



Date: 



Date: 



Schrolber Fooda,, Inc. 



Assignee . 



Signature 



Date: 



Thomas F. Badciong; Executive Vice-President of 
name. Title operations & Technology 
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r-«sL«iit «fn^Aa'">marK umce 

Address: CDtmm. y .R OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
WashingtohTD.C. 20231 



APPLICATION NUMBER 

u . . — 



FlUNQ DATE 



FIRST NAUEO APPLICANT 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO/TITLE 



M2CMA£L P rtf.ZZA 

NIRG SCAVOMl: HAl.U.\R HH>> U i '■■:< '. 

1S1 MAP I SON 

SUITE 4600 

CHICAGO El. £,Q£ir2 



NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF APPLICATION 
FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.60 FILING DATE GRANTED 

Afiling date has been granted to this application filed under 37 CFR 1.60. However theitems 
mjcated below axe nussing. The required items and fees identified below must be timely 
submitted ALONG WITH THE PAYMENT OF A SURCHARGE for ita. 1 and 3 rfiZ^Z 7 
tor large entities or $ ■ ■ i — for small entities who have complied with 37 CFR 1.28 (a) The 
surcharge is set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(e). »-i.*o W . ine 

K™ r 1 ?Uir f d iUv ^ tlds f ™ are within the period set below, the total amount owed 
by applicant as a LV large entity, □ small entity (verified statement filed), is $ : , 



^iSJS 18 -]? 0 ^ 2 ILING DATE 0f this a PP^tion, WHICHEVER IS 
l^ifcK within which to file all required items and pay any fees required above to 
avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition 
accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136 (a) 



1. 



D ^,, a ^ te ^\f sic ^SfBei S : D missing □ insufficient. Applicant as a □ large 
entity, □ small entity, must submit $ to complete the basic filing fee. 



2. □ Additional claim fees of $ as a n large entity □ small entity, including 

SiSSST? f 1I>le f6e ' m re ^ed. Applicant mus/submit tn? 

additional claim fees or cancel the additional claims for which fees are due. 

3 ' ^nfnf nWa l ^ und ?r 37CFR1 - 60 - The copy of the oath or declaration ETis 
missing □ does not show apphcant(s) signature or an indication it was signed. A copy 
of the signed oath or declaration originally filed in the prior complete application is 



required 
4. □ OTHER: 



Dlvf^Vn^ 0 ?? and < l ue J s S ons about this notice to, Attention: Application Processing 
Division, Special Processing and Correspondence Branch. rowing 

A copy of this notice MUST, be returned with the response. 



APPLICATION PROCESSING DIVISION 
(703)308-1202 



